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Senior envoy 
denies Soviet 
UN mission 
is spy-ridden 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The senio r 
S oviet diplomat at the United Na- 
t ions-vesterday denied Ua cnarges 
t hat his staff is riddled with spie s, 
a nd said a US order to reduce the 
size- of the Soviet missions was ih 
legal 

‘f All this talk about spying and 
Soviet personnel being engaged in 
actinides unrelated to the United 
Nations is utter nonsense,” said 
Vasily Safronchuk. acting perma- 
nent Soviet representative to the 
United Nations. 

U$, officials, in announcing 
MareH 8 that they were ordering 
the £*viets to cut the size of their 
missSShs to the United Nations by 
morfthan a third, accused them 
of eijgaging in 'activities unrelat- 
ed to UN business, including espi- 
onage” and said they pose ”a 
threat to US national security. 

The cuts, to begin Oct. 1. will 
reduce the number of Soviet diplo- 
mats at the United Nations from 
275 to 170 by April 1. 1988. The 


announcement of the order noted 
that 1 the Soviet delegation is great- 
er ti»n the next two largest mis- 
sions? combined - the US, with 
1 26,1 and the Chinese, with 11 6. 

American officials estimate 
t h at‘ f 30 to 35 percent o f the rough - 
I v 1,000 Soviet diplomats and 
tr ade representatives in the UniG 
ed States work for either the KGbT 
o r tfie GRU the Kremlin s two 
main espionage agencies . 

Safronchuk, speaking on the 
ABC program “This Week with 
Davijd Brinkley.” declined to spec- , 
ulate “on what steps my* govern- | 
ment is going to take.” in re- 
sponse. 

Bjat he said the US order violat- 
ed the 1947 agreement on UN mis- 
sions.’ and that he had appealed 
the matter to the United Nations 
secretary general. 

"This illegal decision of the US 
government will not help to create 
favorable conditions” for a meet- 
ing proposed for later this year be- 
tweep President Reagan and Sovi- 
et leader Mikhail Gorbachev, he 
said.! 

Secretary of Slate George P. 
Shulfz;and Soviet Premier Nikolai 
1. Ryzhkov met Saturday in Swe- 
den at'the funeral for Olof Palme, 
the Assassinated prime minister, 
but c|id not set a date for the sum- 
mit, which was agreed upon by 
ReagaR and Gorbachev last No- 
vember in Geneva 
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